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U.S. Patent 5,302,461 to Anthony, "Dielectric Films for 
Use in Magnetoresistive Transducers", discloses dielectric 
layers for MR heads including oxides of Ta, Hf , Zr, Y, Ti or 
Nb. 

U.S. Patent 5,919,581 to Yamamoto et al., "Magnetic 
Recording System and Magnetic Recording Medium Used Therefor", 
discloses a MR with a shield layer. 

The following two U.S. Patents disclose MR structures with 
dielectric layers: 

1) U.S. Patent 5,999,379 to Hsiao et al., "Spin Valve 
Read Head with Plasma Produced Metal Oxide Insulation 
Layer Between Lead and Shield Layers and Method of 
Making" . 

2) U.S. Patent 5,432,734 to Kawano et al., "Magneto- 
resistive Element and Devices Utilizing the Same" . 
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